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From 17 October 2026 to 3 January 2027, the Musée Condé at the Château de Chantilly, 
in partnership with L’ÉCOLE, School of Jewelry Arts, presents an exhibition chronicling 
the history of a legendary historic diamond: the Pink Diamond.

THE PINK DIAMOND

Known as the “Grand Condé”, the Pink Diamond is a historic gemstone weighing more than 9 carats, 

documented in the collections of the Princes of Condé since the 18th century. This jewel, exceptional in both 

colour and provenance, was stolen in October 1926 before being recovered shortly afterwards, hidden inside 

an apple.

A century later, the Pink Diamond is once again on public display at this special exhibition. To mark 

the occasion, the Musée Condé and L’ÉCOLE, School of Jewelry Arts have undertaken an extensive 

interdisciplinary research project, the first of its kind for a diamond of this calibre. Major gemmological 

and historical analyses are now revealing all its secrets.
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The Pink Diamond observed with a microscope
© L’ÉCOLE, School of Jewelry Arts, Benjamin Chelly
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SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES

The exhibition also reveals the results of 

gemmological analyses. It was conducted by a team 

comprising Emmanuel Fritsch, professor emeritus of 

physics and gemmologist at the University of Nantes, 

Aurélien Delaunay and Annabelle Herreweghe, 

director and deputy director respectively of the LFG 

(French Gemmological Laboratory). This research has 

led to a better understanding of the Pink Diamond’s 

exceptional properties.

In particular, the scientists demonstrated that 

its colour results from rarely observed physical 

characteristics. These discoveries considerably 

enrich our knowledge of historic French diamonds 

and open up new perspectives on the history of 

gemstones and jewellery.

Reconstruction of the Pink Diamond’s pavilion facet pattern 
following modelling with the automated profilometer
© L’ÉCOLE, School of Jewelry Arts, Benjamin Chelly

ONE OF FRANCE’S GREAT HISTORIC DIAMONDS

Although famous diamonds readily inspire legends, 

their true histories often remain little known. The Pink 

Diamond is no exception.

The discovery of previously unpublished archives 

reveals that the Pink Diamond was first documented 

in 1740, in the inventory drawn up following the death 

of Louis Henri de Bourbon, Prince of Condé, and 

became one of the most important gemstones in 

the Condé treasury. The Pink Diamond subsequently 

entered the collections of Queen Marie-Amélie of 

Bourbon-Sicily, who intended it for her grandson, 

Louis of Orléans, eldest son of the Duke of Aumale.  

The prince’s untimely death ultimately led to the jewel 

becoming part of the collection of his father, Henri 

of Orléans, who bequeathed it, along with the entire 

Musée Condé, to the Institut de France.

The 1926 burglary, during which it was stolen before 

being recovered several weeks later, further helped to 

perpetuate its air of mystery.
The Pink Diamond observed in the automated profilometer
© L’ÉCOLE, School of Jewelry Arts, Benjamin Chelly

Louis Hersent 
Portrait of Queen Marie-Amélie, c. 1835
Restored thanks to the generous support of The Kendall Fund,
created in honour of Dona S. & Dwight M. Kendall by Dr. Susan E. Kendall
© RMN-Grand Palais, Gérard Blot
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Mathieu Deldicque, chief heritage curator and director of the Musée Condé and the Living Museum of the 

Horse at the Château de Chantilly.

Marie-Laure Cassius-Duranton, art historian and gemmologist at L’ÉCOLE, School of Jewelry Arts.
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EXHIBITION AT CHÂTEAU DE CHANTILLY
FROM 17 OCTOBER 2026 TO 3 JANUARY 2027

the PINK diamOND

•	 Included in the time-stamped 1-day ticket.

•	 The exhibition can be visited in the Gem Cabinet and the Gallery of 

Psyche at the Château de Chantilly.

•	 From 17 October 2026 to 3 January 2027.

•	 Further information: https://chateaudechantilly.fr/en/evenement/

exhibition-pink-diamond-chantilly/

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

PATRONS

With the support of GRoW @ Annenberg Foundation and the Friends of the Domaine de Chantilly.

The exhibition concludes with the story of the Pink 

Diamond’s disappearance, the ensuing investigation, 

its discovery and its return to the museum.

This event takes visitors from the splendour 

of princely jewellery to behind the scenes of a 

gemmological inquiry. Previously unseen archival 

material, historical photographs, press cuttings, 

investigation documents, scientific analyses and 

interpretive displays reveal the many lives of an 

exceptional gemstone.
The teams carrying out gemmological analyses
© L’ÉCOLE, School of Jewelry Arts, Benjamin Chelly
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ABOUT US

Press contact

Alambret Communication

www.alambret.com

+ 33 (0)1 48 87 70 77

chateaudechantilly@alambret.com

The Château de Chantilly

www.chateaudechantilly.fr/en/

Bequeathed to the Institut de France by one of its most distinguished members, 

the Duke of Aumale, the Château de Chantilly is home to an exceptional heritage 

collection. Set amidst 7,800 hectares of land, within one of the largest forests 

in the Paris region, its château, grounds and Grandes Écuries form a landmark 

treasure of French heritage. The Duke of Aumale’s remarkable collections 

of paintings, books and furniture continue to enchant countless visitors. The 

Great Stables, an 18th-century masterpiece commissioned by Louis-Henri de 

Bourbon, 7th Prince of Condé, are now home to the Living Museum of the Horse 

and an equestrian company.

For over a century, the Institut de France has been preserving this priceless 

heritage in accordance with the last wishes of its donor: opening the site to 

the public, ensuring the collections are presented in their original state, and 

keeping them permanently on site.

Press contact

Agnès Renoult Communication

www.agnesrenoult.com

+ 33 (0)1 87 44 25 25

miliana@agnesrenoult.com

L’ÉCOLE, School of Jewelry Arts

www.lecolevancleefarpels.com/fr/en

Established in 2012 with the support of Van Cleef & Arpels, L’ÉCOLE, School 

of Jewelry Arts aims to introduce the public to all aspects of jewelry culture 

through various activities: courses, workshops, talks, exhibitions, books and 

podcast.

Programs at L’ÉCOLE cover three main areas: the history of jewelry, the world of 

gemstones and savoir-faire.

L’ÉCOLE now has four permanent addresses: in Paris, Hong Kong, Shanghai 

and Dubai. Moreover, since its inception, L’ÉCOLE regularly travels abroad, in 

Europe, America, Asia and the Middle East, for talks, exhibitions or travelling 

course programs that can last one to three weeks. L’ÉCOLE, School of Jewelry 

Arts therefore contributes to the promotion and visibility of jewelry culture on

an international scale.
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